FINAL
CITY OF LEBANON
ARTS & CULTURE COMMISSION
MINUTES, June 28, 2022
City Hall Council Chambers & LebanonNH.gov/Live
6:00PM

MEMBERS PRESENT: (6/9) Devin Wilkie (Heritage Commission Rep.)
Jessica Giordani (Chair; Citizen Rep. Ward 3)
Nick Gaffney (Arts Org. Rep.-AVA Gallery)
Gavin Wynkoop-Fischer (Citizen Rep., Ward 2)
Bill Dunn (EDC Rep.)
Laura Jean for Joe Clifford (Vice Chair; Arts Org. Rep.-LOH),

MEMBERS ABSENT: (3/9) Becky Foster (Citizen Rep., Ward 1)
Ben Van Vliet (Arts Org. Rep.-UVMC) Arrived 6:08
Karen Zook (City Council Rep.)

STAFF PRESENT: (2/2) Kristine Flythe (Program Coordinator, Leb. Rec)
Paul Coats (Director, Leb. Rec.)-not present

1. CALL TO ORDER Chair Giordani called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM.

Laura Jean, sitting if for Joe Clifford was given voting privileges.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES May 24, 2022

Devin Wilke MOVED to approve the May 24, 2022, minutes with amendments.
Seconded by Bill Dunn.

Amendment: Page 3, Line 7; Remove ‘Mascoma Bank’ and add ‘he and Tommy Reidy’.
*The Motion was approved (6/0).

3.  OTHER BUSINESS

A. LOH Public Art Display.

Laura Jean presented a project to paint the alleyway between City Hall and the LOH. She passed out
pictures of what they would like to paint on the street. They are also going to block the alleyway and
have tables available for the public to use. There may be concessions and actors from plays may be out in
the area. They would use a water-based paint. Volunteers to assist in the project are welcome. They
would like to complete this in the next couple of weeks. The members asked about the longevity of the
paint and maintaining the art. | may need to be redone each year or could be a different image each year.
They discussed the parameters of leaving it, removing it, and refreshing the artwork. Policy does
maintain that the art can be removed if it becomes in disrepair or if it becomes a hazard.

Nick Gaffney Moved to approve the project proposed by LOH including painting artwork.
Seconded by Devin Wilkie.

*The Motion was approved (6/0).
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B. Our Town Grant

The deadline for the grant is coming up, August 15, 2022. Community projects that impact the artwork
and have a collaborate effort with a nonprofit and with a City entity are favored for grants.

The members will work on ideas to propose at the July meeting and a small number of people will work
together to get the paperwork completed for the application. They will also consider projects for West
Lebanon.

C. Master Plan Tunnel Art

Paul Coates spoke of the installations that remain in the tunnel. There is substantial room for more art.
This brings up the opportunity to develop a Master Plan in order to make space available for many art
opportunities. There may be several groups that could offered a dedicated space and various types of art
could be incorporated into certain spaces. There is an art for the community grant that must be submitted
within the next two weeks. He suggested they apply for a tunnel installation for 2023.

The tunnel is getting a bit messy. There are no waste receptacles and some of the areas are not
aesthetically appealing and that lends to being a space that collects trash. ldentifying how those spaces
can be used would make the space more recognizable as a space for art as opposed to a space for trash.

Currently there are two sculptural installations that remain in the tunnel. Painting murals using bright
colors would fill the walls quickly. In a way of honoring the rail trail there could be something
interactive, such as the back of a caboose to walk on and take pictures.

D. Art Cart Updates
No update.

E. Pet Smart Mural Update
No update because Joe Clifford is not present.

F. Annual Public Art Award
Jessica Giordani suggested that one role of the commission is embodying the spirit of art in the
community, people, and businesses. She suggested having the Commission promote an award that
recognizes art that is beautifying the community. It could be on a private residence or a business. It
could be an encouragement for others to promote art in the community. One concept was promoting
“yard of the week.” It could be landscaping, it could be a theme, it could be artwork or sculpture. It

would be one way to encourage engagement of the public with art.

4. NEW BUSINESS

The Poetry contest ends this week and selection will happen in July. It is not determined when the
selected poems will be announced. There are many people who are very interested in the contest. There
have been submissions from across the country and across the world. They are discussing ways to
recognize submissions that did not follow the rules, such as too many characters. They could be posted
on the website or Instagram.

Bill Dunn discussed some recent proposals for developing spaces within Lebanon. The Economic
Development Committee has some new projects for City property.

Devin Wilkie discussed the idea of a braille handrail that describes artwork or a view of the City for
people who are blind. He provided a picture of an example of a braille handrail from another city.
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5. COMMITTEE REPORTS

None.

6. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

No one from the public spoke.

7. ADJOURNMENT

Chair Giordani Adjourned the meeting at 7:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda Billings
Recording Secretary
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