FINAL

CITY OF LEBANON
DIVERSITY, EQUITY, & INCLUSION COMMISSION
September 19, 2023— 6:00pm
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL or
Remote Via Microsoft Teams: LebanonNH.gov/LIVE

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Richard Ford Burley (Secretary); Keiselim Montas (Public
Representative); Emily Walton (Chair); Simone Whitecloud
(Public Representative Alternate) (via telepresence); Devin Wilkie
(City Council Representative); Tia Winter (Public Representative)

MEMBERS ABSENT: Karen Liot Hill (City Council Representative); Alisha Robinson
(Public Representative); Bise Wood Saint Eugene (Vice-Chair);
Karen Zook (City Council Alternate)

STAFF PRESENT: Shaun Mulholland (City Manager)

1. CALL TO ORDER

The September 19, 2023, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Commission (DEI) Meeting was called
to order by Chair Emily Walton at 6:00pm.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes from the August 15, 2023 DEI Commission Meeting were approved.

3. NEW BUSINESS

A. Updates from the City Manager

City Manager Shaun Mulholland briefly discussed the status of accessibility updates to City Hall,
including technological assistance for Deaf and HoH people and tablets for language translation.

B. Equity Plan Status Update
Councilor Devin Wilkie gave a brief update on developments regarding the Citywide Equity
Plan. Councilor Wilkie, Alisha Robinson, and Councilor Karen Liot Hill are in the process of

creating a summary document from the brainstorming session.

C. Second Equity Brainstorming Session Status Update
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Councilor Wilkie explained that once the summary document from the last session is complete, it
can be sent to the invitees for the next brainstorming session. As Councilor Hill and Alisha
Robinson were absent, scheduling for the next brainstorming session was postponed.

D. LebNews Informational Blurb on Indigenous Peoples and Columbus Day

Chair Emily Walton suggested that the Commission should draft informational news releases to
time with Indigenous Peoples’ Day, October 9, 2023. Keyselim Montas volunteered to draft
them.

E. Listening Sessions and Cultural Exchange Sessions

Plans were made to hold community listening sessions as well as cultural exchange sessions to
better educate the Commission in the needs of the wider community. Tia Winter volunteered to
coordinate/reach out to librarians at Kilton Library and to the UVBA BIPOC group to this end.

F. Questions Re: Planned Temporary Winter Shelter

Tia Winter asked a question from the Lebanon School Board about potential age limits of the
planned temporary winter shelter. The City Manager responded and briefly discussed other city
plans to aid Lebanon’s unhoused population.

G. School Board Updates

Tia Winter reported on the latest developments from the Lebanon School Board. They are
drafting a letter to help them liaise with elected representatives on issues important to the district,
and will be taking public input in the near future.

H. City Updates

The City Manager discussed various issues affecting the city, including workforce housing and
expanded public transportation. As the latter will be discussed in November, it was decided that
Richard and Emily would write a statement from the Commission supporting expanded funds to
be spent on public transportation, as in the City Manager’s estimation, it will likely be
controversial and may need voices of support.

5.OPENTO THE PUBLIC

No discussion.

6. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

7. OTHER BUSINESS

8. ADJOURNMENT
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Chair Emily Walton adjourned the meeting at 6:30pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Richard Ford Burley, DEI Commission Secretary



