
 

 

LEBANON HERITAGE COMMISSION 
MAY 15, 2024 - 2:30 PM 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL OR  
REMOTE VIA VIRTUAL PLATFORM  

LEBANONNH.GOV/LIVE 

 
 

1. Call to Order 
  

  

A. To participate in this meeting, please join live via Microsoft Teams or call 
929-229-5356 (access code: 900 167 337#). If you have trouble 
accessing this meeting, please email 
catheryn.hembree@lebanonnh.gov. 

2. Public Review 

  

A. City of Lebanon: Request for Certificate of Approval pursuant to Article 
IV, Section 408 Historic District of the Zoning Ordinance to replace the 
front doors and transom windows at the entry of City Hall/Lebanon 
Opera House. The property is located at 51 North Park Street, Tax Map 
91, Lot 246, Lebanon, NH in the LD zone. HC2024-02 

3. Adjournment 
 
The order of agenda items is subject to change.  
 
Meetings are open for in-person and remote attendance. Members of the public that wish to attend remotely may do 
so by going to LebanonNH.gov/Live where you will find instructions on how to enter the meeting. Members of the 
public will be able to participate and ask questions through the City’s virtual platform or by phone. Please note: 
Should technical difficulties occur during the meeting that disrupts virtual or phone connection(s), the meeting will 
continue without remote access capabilities. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
51 NORTH PARK STREET, LEBANON, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03766

TEL: 603-448-1457         FAX: 603-442-6141  WWW.LEBANONNH.GOV

CITY OF LEBANON ~ PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

Heritage Commission 
Historic District Review

Staff Memorandum
HC2024-02 

May 8, 2024 6:00 P.M.
______________________________________________________________________________ 

APPLICATION INFORMATION

Application #: HC2024-02 

Agenda Item: 4.A

Application Type: 
Historic District Review

Location:  
51 N. Park Street
Tax Map 19, Lot 246 

Applicant:
City of Lebanon City Hall/LOH

Property Owner:
City of Lebanon

Zoning District:  
Lebanon Downtown

Property Size: 
+/-0.52 acres  

Overlay Districts:  
Colburn Park Historic District

Previous HC Action (since 2020):  
2023 – Exterior lighting 
2021 – Exterior Stairs 

Other Approvals Required: 
Building Permit

Attachments: 
Application, Photos, and
CIP Proposal with explanation of 
project

HEARING NOTICE
City of Lebanon: Request for Certificate of Approval pursuant to 
Article IV, Section 408 Historic District of the Zoning Ordinance to 
replace the existing front doors and transom windows in like kind. The 
property is located at 51 North Park Street, Tax Map 19, Lot 246, 
Lebanon, NH in the LD zone. HC2024-02. 

COMPLETENESS REVIEW
This application has been reviewed in accordance with section §408 
Historic District of the Lebanon Zoning Ordinance. The Planning Office 
recommends that the Heritage Commission accept the application as 
complete enough to accept jurisdiction and commence review. 

BACKGROUND
The structure on sight was constructed in 1923. The building serves at 
the City Hall for the City of Lebanon and is also the home of the 
Lebanon Opera House. The front entry, where work is being done, is 
the focal point of the building and noticeable from much of downtown 
Lebanon. 

PROPOSAL
The City of Lebanon is proposing to remove the existing six front doors 
of City Hall and replacing them with a similar door. Please see the 
images provided by the applicant for an example of the new doors. Also, 
as part of the project, the transom windows above the doors will be 
replaced. The new windows will look very similar to the existing but be 
more energy efficient. 

ZONING ORDINANCE REQUIREMENTS
Historic Commission – Certificate of Approval 

A Historic Commission Certificate of Approval is required Pursuance to: 
§408.4 Certificate of Approval Required. A Certificate of Approval shall 
be obtained from the Heritage Commission in the manner set forth 
herein prior to the commencement of any of the following activities 
within any Historic District:
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B. The addition to, alteration, or repair of any existing building which would require the issuance of a 
building permit pursuant to the provisions of the Lebanon Building Code, unless such addition, alteration, 
or repair does not, in any way, alter the exterior of such building; 

The proposed illumination project requires that the applicant obtain a building / electrical permit and it 
alters the exterior of the building. Therefore, a Certificate of Approval from the Historic Commission is 
required.   

ZONING ORDINANCE REQUIREMENTS 
Historic Commission – Criteria for Review 

408.6 Criteria For Review. 

In determining whether or not to grant a Certificate of Approval, the Heritage Commission shall 
keep in mind the purpose set forth in Section 408.2* herein and shall consider, among other 
appropriate factors, the following: 

A. The historical or architectural value of a building and its setting; 

B. In connection with additions, repair or restoration of any existing building, the 
compatibility of the exterior design, arrangement, texture, and materials proposed to be 
used in relationship to this existing building, its setting, and the Historic District as a whole; 
and, 

C. The size, scale, and design of proposed construction in relationship to the existing 
surroundings, including consideration of such factors as a building’s overall height, width, 
street frontage, number of stories, type of roofs, facade openings (windows and doors), 
and architectural details. 

When the Heritage Commission determines that it is necessary or advisable in order to preserve 
or protect historically and/or architecturally significant buildings, the Commission may require 
preservation and/or accurate reproduction of exterior architectural features. Preservation and/or 
reproduction measures shall be completed pursuant to the “Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings.” 

Applications for Certificates of Approval may be denied if such denial is required to prevent 
construction or development which would conflict with the stated purposes of Section 408.2 
herein. 

 

*408.2 Purposes. 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to preserve the heritage and cultural resources of the City of 
Lebanon and, particularly, the City’s structures and places of historic, architectural and community 
value in order to: 

A. Establish and preserve districts in the City which reflect elements of its cultural, social, 
economic, political, community, and architectural history; 

B. Conserve property values in such districts; 

C. Foster civic beauty; 

D. Strengthen the local economy; and, 

E. Promote the use of historic districts for the education, pleasure, and welfare of the citizens of 
the City. 
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APPLICATION AND SUPPORT STATEMENT 
The applicant has submitted an application received by the Planning and Development Department on 
April 9, 2024, and has provided support documentation (see attached).  

STAFF COMMENTS 
 
Staff recognizes how important the front entryway is to the character of the Lebanon Opera House/City 
Hall. It is the part of the building most often used and viewed by the public. Staff appreciates the effort 
the applicant made in finding replacements that match the look and character of this historical building. 
Staff recommends that the Heritage Commission approves the application as submitted.  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Catheryn Hembree, AICP 
 
Planner, Heritage Commission Staff 
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2024 - 2029 Capital Improvement Program 

PROJECT REQUEST FORM #1 
    
 
1.  DEPARTMENT – DPW 

2.  PROJECT TITLE  – City Hall Renovations - Future Phases 

3. PURPOSE OF PROJECT REQUEST FORM  
 
This is the 4th and subsequent phases of the City Hall Renovations-Improvements and 
includes the following improvements: 
 

 Front & East Side Entrance Renovation (2024)
 
4.  DEPARTMENT PRIORITY  – Improve Safety, Maintenance and Efficiency 
 
5. LOCATION  - City Hall 

 
6.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION/JUSTIFICATION  
 

 
1. Front and East side entrance renovation 2024: Replacement 
of six front entrance doors and transom windows, insulation of 
south exterior wall, repair and repainting for arched entryway 
woodwork. Replacement of East entrance electric doors. 

$           150,000 

                                                                                   TOTAL 2024-2029  $150,000 
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