
LEBANON CONSERVATION COMMISSION
FEBRUARY 11, 2021 ­ 6:30 PM

REMOTE VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS
LEBANONNH.GOV/LIVE

1. Call to Order

 
A. Review of meeting procedures and NH RSA 91­A “Right­to­Know” 

requirements.
2. Approval of Minutes
  A. January 28, 2021
3. Permit Review

 

A. City of Lebanon­ Review and Comment on NHDES Wetland Standard 
Dredge and Fill Application (Minor Impact) to fill in 9,133 s.f. (permanent 
impact) of forested wetlands in connection with its planned phased 
development of the Airport B Lot. CC2021­01 NHDES #2020­00237.

4. Study Items
  A. Election of Officers ­ Chair and Vice Chair
  B. NH DOT Route 120 Multi­Modal Project ­ ConCom Recommendations
5. Committee Reports
  A. Conservation Lands Monitors (Various Members) (10 Minutes)
  B. Lebanon Biodiversity Group (D. Lacey) (10 Minutes)

 
C. Workshops & Educational Opportunities (Various Members) (10 

Minutes)
6. Other Business
  A. None
7. Future Agenda Items
  A. None
8. Open to the Public
9. Adjournment

The order of agenda items is subject to change. 

Due to the current situation with the COVID­19 Pandemic, the City of Lebanon is offering its meetings via Microsoft 
Teams. Members of the public are encouraged to attend by going to LebanonNH.gov/Live where you will find 

instructions on how to enter the meeting. Members of the public will be able to participate and ask questions through 
the Microsoft Teams software or by phone. Please visit LebanonNH.gov/Live for full details.
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Lebanon Conservation Commission Agenda
February 11, 2021    

THE AGENDA, IN ITS ENTIRETY IS AVAILABLE ON THE CITY’S WEBSITE AT LEBANONNH.GOV 
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DRAFT 
 

LEBANON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Remote Via Microsoft Teams 
LebanonNH.gov/Live 

Thursday, January 28th, 2021 
6:30 PM 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Ernst Oidtmann (Chair), Sarah Riley (Vice Chair), Erling Heistad, 

Bruce James, Donald Lacey, Susan Almy, Chris Johnson, Barbara Hirai 
(Alt.) 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Suellen Balestra (Alt.), Darla Bruno (Alt.) 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Mark Goodwin (GIS Coordinator) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
1.   CALL TO ORDER – Chair Oidtmann called the meeting to order at 6:32 PM 1 

• Mr. Mark Goodwin reviewed the meeting procedures for remote meetings and NH RSA 91-A 2 
“Right to Know” requirements.  A Roll Call of Commission Members who participated remotely 3 
are listed above. 4 

• It was decided to pass on the election of officers for this meeting. 5 
    6 

2.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES: December 10th, 2020 7 
 8 
Mr. Lacey MOVED to approve the December 10th, 2020 Minutes as amended and presented in the 9 
January 28th, 2021 agenda packet.   10 
Seconded by Mr. James. 11 
 12 
Amendments: 13 
 14 
Page 2 & 3, Various lines Change “Oddly” to “Audley” 15 
Page 3, Line 14 Add “Mr. Heistad said he was a foreman of a construction crew years ago and he said 16 
that what Audley needs the Conservation Commission will not want to give.  The ground would be 17 
wrecked after the construction company was done using it and would not be environmentally valuable 18 
afterward.  Mr. Heistad said he never saw a construction site reclaimed to a point that they could be proud 19 
of.  He doubted that Audley would be capable of treating the land the way the Conservation Commission 20 
would like to see it treated.  Mr. Heistad cautioned approving Audley using Two Rivers for their 21 
construction site. 22 
Page 3, Line 30 Change “ration” to “ratio”  23 
 24 
Roll Call Vote: 25 
Ernst Oidtmann, Erling Heistad, Sarah Riley, Donald Lacey, Susan Almy, Bruce James, and Chris 26 
Johnson all voting Yea. 27 
None voted Nay. 28 
 29 
* The Vote on the MOTION was approved (7-0).   30 
 31 
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3.  PERMIT REVIEW:  None 1 
 2 
4.  STUDY ITEMS: 3 
 4 
     A.  Goals and Objectives for Calendar Year 2021-including Master Plan Action Item 5 
Implementation, as well as additional efforts desired by the Conservation Commission members: 6 
Mr. Goodwin asked the Commission what they would like to work on and make a priority for the 7 
Conservation Commission to accomplish in the coming year.  Chair Oidtmann said that land conservation 8 
was his top priority.  Mr. James liked the idea of educational programs for the public.  9 
 10 
Ms. Almy was concerned with the wildlife corridor being split by Route 120 near the hospital.  She was 11 
concerned with the people that speed down that corridor which makes it difficult for the animals to cross.  12 
She was wondering if there could be something done to slow the traffic down such as signs educating the 13 
public as to why they should not speed in that area.  Discussion took place among the Commission 14 
members about ways to slow the traffic down on Route 120.  Some thoughts were light-up speed signs, 15 
educational signs explaining why the speed was lower in that area, such as animal crossings, and 16 
somehow making the road look narrower.   17 
 18 
Chair Oidtmann said that the NH Department of Transportation had set up a study for the Route 120 19 
corridor from Lebanon to Lahaye.  He had emailed Marcy Miller with some suggestions.  Ms. Almy 20 
suggested putting islands in on Route 120.  Mr. James said the Mt. Support triangle area on Route 120 21 
could be a study area for the Conservation Commission this coming year.  It was suggested that educating 22 
the public about the wildlife corridor could be helpful. 23 
 24 
Ms. Hirai would like to acquire more land to protect and would also like to work on getting the Volunteer 25 
Stewardship Program going.  Mr. Goodwin said the City has an open space vision that is being worked on 26 
that will help the Conservation Commission identify land to protect.   27 
 28 
Vice Chair Riley agreed with Ms. Hirai and would like to see the Volunteer Stewardship Program going 29 
as well.  She said getting the website and forms up and running would be key to the program.  She would 30 
also like to work on the amphibian Big Night again this year as well as working with the public on 31 
invasive species such as the Garlic Mustard initiative that was done last year.  She would also like to see a 32 
more formal Tree Board created. 33 
 34 
Mr. James suggested taking some time during the February and March meetings to prepare a statement to 35 
send to the State of NH on the Route 120 corridor.  Mr. James said he would work on a draft document 36 
that he will bring to the Commission in February to go over and then perhaps it could be finalized during 37 
the March meeting.  He asked that the Commission members send him any of their thoughts and concerns 38 
about Route 120 so he can work on the draft document before the next meeting in February. 39 
 40 
B.  Concise Statement for Proposed Zoning Amendments:  Prepare a concise statement with regard 41 
to certain proposed Zoning Amendments, in accordance with Section 1000.4D of the Zoning 42 
Ordinance:  Mr. Tim Corwin, Senior Planner, spoke about needing concise statements from the 43 
Conservation Commission for the proposed Zoning ordinance amendments.  He explained that there were 44 
three amendments going on the ballot this year.  Amendment #1 was about adding additional building 45 
height;  Amendment #2 was about Houses of Worship;  and Amendment #3 would clarify maximum 46 
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density requirements in the R-3 District.  He came before the Conservation Commission back in 1 
November and explained the proposed Amendments.   2 
 3 
The members discussed the concise statements, and all agreed they were fine as presented to them for 4 
review. 5 
 6 
Ms. Almy MOVED to accept the concise statements as the Conservation’s concise statements for the 7 
proposed Zoning Amendments as presented on Page 3 of Agenda Item 4B-Concise Statement for 8 
proposed Zoning Amendments.   9 
Seconded by Mr. Johnson. 10 
 11 
Roll Call Vote: 12 
Ernst Oidtmann, Christopher Johnson, Erling Heistad, Sarah Riley, Donald Lacey, Bruce James, 13 
and Susan Almy all voting Yea. 14 
None voted Nay. 15 
 16 
* The Vote on the MOTION passed (7-0). 17 
 18 
The concise statements are as follows: 19 
 20 
Amendment #1 (Additional Building Height in the R-1 District) 21 
The Conservation Commission approves of and endorses the adoption of the proposed Zoning 22 
Amendment as it supports the goals of the Lebanon Master Plan.  The proposed amendment will enable 23 
the development of needed housing in the City in a more compact form that minimizes impervious 24 
coverage and avoids the excessive disturbance of natural vegetation by facilitating the placement of 25 
parking underneath buildings. 26 
 27 
Amendment #2 (House of Worship from Special Exception use to Permitted Use) 28 
The Conservation Commission has determined the proposed Zoning Amendment has no conservation 29 
implications. 30 
 31 
Amendment #3 (Clarify Maximum Density Requirements in the R-3) 32 
The Conservation Commission has determined the proposed Zoning Amendment has no conservation 33 
implications. 34 
  35 
5.  COMMITTEE REPORTS:  36 
 37 
A.  Conservation Lands Monitors:  Vice Chair Riley gave an update on the fire that took place at 38 
Boston Lot in September 2020.  She found out that it was a small brush fire.  The fire took place on the 39 
access road and it might have been caused by a cigarette.     40 
 41 
Vice Chair Riley also talked about a new neighbor that went into the commercial building on East Wilder 42 
Road near the Alana Cole Conservation area.  It is a Montessori School and they put up a new fence along 43 
their portion of the woodlands, from the parking lot to the southern border of the Alana Cole 44 
Conservation area on the river side.  Ms. Hirai said there was a tree down over the entrance to the trail 45 
that may need to be cleaned up this Spring. 46 
 47 

Page 6 of 138



Conservation Commission Minutes, Thursday, January 28th, 2021                                                         Page 4 of 4 
 
 
Ms. Hirai said that she had read somewhere that there may be some grant money for conservation work 1 
along the river.  Mr. Goodwin said he knew about that money coming from FEMA and he thought it was 2 
to be used for flood plain restoration projects. 3 
 4 
Mr. Heistad talked about interest by some people in the City in having a cross country trail within the 5 
City.  Currently the cross-country ski team travels to Meriden to practice and for meets.  He had been 6 
approached recently by some people asking that if they paid for a trail to be designed if one could be put 7 
in at Goodwin Conservation area, making a loop around Tichner and back down?     8 
 9 
Mr. Heistad MOVED to extend the meeting for 15 minutes. 10 
Seconded by Ms. Riley. 11 
 12 
Roll Call Vote: 13 
Ernst Oidtmann, Christopher Johnson, Erling Heistad, Sarah Riley, Donald Lacey, Bruce James, 14 
Barbara Hirai, and Susan Almy all voting Yea. 15 
None voted Nay. 16 
 17 
* The Vote on the MOTION passed (8-0). 18 
 19 
Ms. Hirai would like to see the Class VI Roads that have been turned into Class A trails used to make a 20 
cross country skiing course.   21 
 22 
Mr. Goodwin said that it could be worth looking into.  This could be an opportunity to improve some 23 
existing trails at Tichner.     24 
 25 
B.  Lebanon Biodiversity Group:  Mr. Lacey reported that the Division of Pesticide Control approved 26 
his special permits for Baker Crossing and Mill Road early.  He had already been out about 5 times 27 
treating since the first of the year.       28 

 29 
C.  Workshops & Educational Opportunities:  Vice Chair Riley told the Commission about a training 30 
opportunity through the Harris Center in preparation for the amphibian Big Night.  This will be a Zoom 31 
meeting on March 18th, 2021 from 7:00PM to 8:30PM. 32 
 33 
6.  OTHER BUSINESS:  Chair Oidtmann asked about the current use financial statements.  Mr. 34 
Goodwin said he had not received a report which meant to him that nothing had changed in that account.  35 
When it did change, he was sure he would be alerted to it by the Finance Department. 36 
 37 
Chair Oidtmann spoke about the log bridge building project that is to be done at Boston Lot at the end of 38 
May.  He said he would order the wood for the bridges.  He will need help to get the logs up there and to 39 
build the bridges. 40 
 41 
7.  ADJOURNMENT: 42 
 43 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM. 44 
 45 
Respectfully submitted, 46 
Barbara R. Higgins 47 
Recording Secretary 48 

Page 7 of 138



Agenda 
Conservation Commission 
February 11, 2021 
 
 
Agenda Item #3A 
Permit Review 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

City of Lebanon,  
NHDES Wetland Standard 

Dredge and Fill Application, 
Airport B Lot   

CC2021-01 
NHDES #2020-00237 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 8 of 138



Page 9 of 138



Page 10 of 138



Page 11 of 138



Page 12 of 138



Page 13 of 138



Page 14 of 138



Page 15 of 138



Page 16 of 138



Page 17 of 138



Page 18 of 138



Page 19 of 138



Page 20 of 138



Page 21 of 138



Page 22 of 138



Page 23 of 138



Page 24 of 138



Page 25 of 138



Page 26 of 138



Page 27 of 138



Page 28 of 138



Page 29 of 138



Page 30 of 138



Page 31 of 138



Page 32 of 138



Page 33 of 138



Page 34 of 138



Page 35 of 138



Page 36 of 138



Page 37 of 138



Page 38 of 138



Page 39 of 138



Page 40 of 138



Page 41 of 138



Page 42 of 138



Page 43 of 138



Page 44 of 138



Page 45 of 138



Page 46 of 138



Page 47 of 138



Page 48 of 138



Page 49 of 138



Page 50 of 138



Page 51 of 138



Page 52 of 138



Page 53 of 138



Page 54 of 138



Page 55 of 138



Page 56 of 138



Page 57 of 138



Page 58 of 138



Page 59 of 138



Page 60 of 138



Page 61 of 138



Page 62 of 138



Page 63 of 138



Page 64 of 138



Page 65 of 138



Page 66 of 138



Page 67 of 138



Page 68 of 138



Page 69 of 138



Page 70 of 138



Page 71 of 138



Page 72 of 138



Page 73 of 138



Page 74 of 138



Page 75 of 138



Page 76 of 138



Page 77 of 138



Page 78 of 138



Page 79 of 138



Page 80 of 138



Page 81 of 138



Page 82 of 138



Page 83 of 138



Page 84 of 138



Page 85 of 138



Page 86 of 138



Page 87 of 138



Page 88 of 138



Page 89 of 138



Page 90 of 138



Page 91 of 138



Page 92 of 138



Page 93 of 138



Page 94 of 138



Page 95 of 138



Page 96 of 138



Page 97 of 138



Page 98 of 138



Page 99 of 138



Page 100 of 138



Page 101 of 138



Page 102 of 138



Page 103 of 138



Page 104 of 138



Page 105 of 138



Page 106 of 138



Page 107 of 138



Page 108 of 138



Page 109 of 138



Page 110 of 138



Page 111 of 138



Page 112 of 138



Page 113 of 138



Page 114 of 138



Page 115 of 138



Page 116 of 138



Page 117 of 138



Page 118 of 138



Page 119 of 138



Page 120 of 138



Page 121 of 138



Page 122 of 138



Page 123 of 138



Page 124 of 138



Page 125 of 138



Page 126 of 138



Page 127 of 138



Agenda 
Conservation Commission 
February 11, 2021 
 
 
Agenda Item #4B 
Study Items 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

NH DOT Route 120  
MultiModal Project  

ConCom Recommendations 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Page 128 of 138



 

Feb. 8, 2021 

 

DRAFT MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  NH DOT 

 

FROM: Lebanon, NH Conservation Commission 

 

RE:  Comments the NH Route 120 study (I-89 exit 18 to Etna Rd.) 

 

In response to the request for comments on the proposed modifications to Route 120 between I-89 exit 
18 and Etna Rd. to alleviate traffic congestion, especially during the morning and evening rush hours, we 
offer the following suggestions and concerns: 

 

1. Mitigating traffic noise levels and traffic speeds 

We encourage you to take actions that will reduce traffic noise.  Given that this section of Rt. 
120 has numerous small businesses, schools, residences, and professional offices near the 
corridor, there will be significant benefits if the traffic speeds can be decreased as congestion is 
addressed. 

2. Protecting wildlife habitat and corridors 

The ecological systems between Signal Hill, Mt. Support, and the flood plain of the Mascoma 
River (and its tributaries) are inhabited by diverse wildlife communities that migrate annually 
and move regularly in the diverse topography there. We encourage you to build and upgrade 
wildlife corridors under Rt. 120.  Considerable research has been done on the wildlife 
populations in that area, so that information can be used in the design of crossings. 

3. Providing diverse mass transit, pedestrian, and cycling options 

Building and extending sidewalks along this section of Rt. 120 will encourage pedestrian travel, 
and bicycle lanes will be a great benefit, especially if extended eventually beyond Etna Rd. to the 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center and Centerra Plaza.  Building bike lanes and sidewalks now 
to Etna Rd. will be a start for extensions up the hill and to Hanover. 

4. Landscaping the median strip from exit 18 to Hanover St. 
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Although this project focuses on the stretch of Rt. 120 from exit 18 to Etna Rd., we encourage 
you to extend it to include modifying the median strip between the exit and Hanover St. in 
Lebanon (approximately 200 yards).  This is the north gateway to historic Lebanon, and from an 
aesthetic point of view, planting trees and other native species in gardens would enhance the 
beauty of that stretch of highway.  If a median is considered for the exit 18-to-Etna Rd. section, 
this could be extended to Hanover St. 
 

5. Protecting existing wetlands 

There are significant areas of wetlands on the east and west sides of Rt. 120, especially north of 
Heater Rd.  There has been a lot of disturbance and filling of these wetlands in years past, they 
are critically important for flood control, wildlife populations, biodiversity, and ecosystem 
integrity.   We encourage you to avoid any further loss of wetlands in this area. 

 

We thank the NH DOT for the opportunity to provide input into planning for modifications to this 
section of Rt. 120.  If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Ernst Oidtmann, the chair of the 
Conservation Commission. 
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SSccooppee  aanndd  FFeeee  PPrrooppoossaall

Lebanon 29612 Part A
NH 120 from I-89 Exit 18 Through Etna Rd. 

New Hampshire Department of Transportation

June 26, 2018November 23, 2019

Tell us what YOU think!

The New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NHDOT) has recently begun a project to study multi-modal 
improvements to NH Route 120 from Hanover Street to Etna Road in Lebanon, NH. This project (NHDOT reference #29612) 

seeks to address traffic and safety needs for all travel modes along the approximately 1.1 mile long corridor of 
NH Route 120, including the I-89 Exit 18 interchange and short segments of the adjacent local road network. 

YOUR INPUT IS NEEDED! 
Help us find ways to improve safety and operations in the NH Route 120 Corridor by 

visiting our interactive, online mapping tool and completing a survey.

www.nhroute120study.com

89
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Drop a pin on an area 
you want to discuss

Describe your 
issue and/or make 
recommendations 
for improvements

See what others 
have to say about 

NH Route 120

Submit your ideas 
by March 31, 2021!

www.nhroute120study.com

Hard to cross this section.
Categories:

Driving on Route 120 Local roads/connections to Route 120

Added: December 9 - 2020 - 1:34 pm

Hard to turn left here.
Categories:

Driving on Route 120

Added: December 9 - 2020 - 1:34 pm

13

9
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2/4/2021 Valley News - NH Transportation Department seeks input on traffic backups around I-89’s Exit 18

https://www.vnews.com/Transportation-Officials-Studying-Route-120-38695838?mc_cid=14ef88dd37&mc_eid=f86ffb0548 1/8

(https://www.vnews.com)

News (/News/)

NH Transportation Department seeks input on tra�c backups around I-89’s
Exit 18

LEBANON — State transportation o�cials are soliciting ideas on how to reduce congestion around the Interstate 89
Exit 18 interchange in Lebanon as they consider how to ease tra�c along the Route 120 corridor.

The New Hampshire Department of Transportation is asking the public in an online survey to share its views of a
roughly 1.1-mile stretch of Route 120 between Hanover Street and Etna Road.

Tra�c piles up along southbound Route 120 towards Hanover Street due to the closure of the southbound Exit 18 ramp on
Interstate 89 in Lebanon, N.H., on June 22, 2016. A detour has been created to help ameliorate the backups caused by the sewer
infrastructure project occurring on the southbound Exit 18 ramp. (Valley News - Mac Snyder) Copyright Valley News. May not be
reprinted or used online without permission. Send requests to permission@vnews.com. » Buy this Image

By TIM CAMERATO (/byline?byline=By TIM CAMERATO )
Valley News Sta� Writer
Published: 2/3/2021 9:52:47 PM
Modi�ed: 2/3/2021 9:52:43 PM
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2/4/2021 Valley News - NH Transportation Department seeks input on traffic backups around I-89’s Exit 18

https://www.vnews.com/Transportation-Officials-Studying-Route-120-38695838?mc_cid=14ef88dd37&mc_eid=f86ffb0548 2/8

Answers will help guide plans for a $4.8 million in�astructure project that could come as early as 2023, according to
Donald Lyford, a DOT engineer and the project’s manager.

He said the study — which is active on Lebanon’s website (https://lebanonnh.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1600) through
March 31 — is part of yearslong e�orts to alleviate peak morning tra�c that can o�en back up onto Interstate 89.

Heavy tra�c can then lead to backups on Route 120, impacting several intersections heading north, Lyford said.

“So, we’re going to be looking to see if we can improve the e�ciency of the ramp terminals and tra�c control,” he said
Wednesday, adding that the DOT doesn’t yet have concrete solutions lined up.

Route 120 between Lebanon and Hanover is the most tra�cked corridor in the region, according to the Upper Valley
Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission, which just wrapped up its own look at the roadway.

The state highway is particularly congested during morning and a�ernoon commutes — 7 to 9 a.m. and 4 to 6 p.m. —
and sees high truck tra�c, the commission said in a report
(https://www.uvlsrpc.org/�les/1215/9581/3734/120N_Chapter_90pctdra�.pdf ) issued over the summer.

Overall, roughly 20,000 vehicles travel Route 120 near the Hanover town line daily, according to 2019 tra�c counts.

While it may seem like most of those cars are headed to and �om Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center — the Upper
Valley’s largest employer and a draw for patients throughout northern New England — other institutions also
contribute to tra�c, said Meghan Butts, the planning commission’s interim executive director.

Those include Lebanon High School and the Hanover Street School, which have student pickup and drop-o� during
regular commuter hours, and establishments within the city’s nearby downtown neighborhoods.

“It’s twice a day, �ve days a week and that’s about it. That’s where our problems lie,” Butts said.

Do This To Easily 
Clean Toilet

You will never have to 
scrub a toilet again if you 
try this new toilet cleaner.

splashfoam.com

$154.95 $169.95

$189.95 $19.99

The Warming Store

Hestra Army Leather 
Heli Ski Gloves

Hestra Army Leather 
Extreme Mitt

Hestra Army Leather 
GORE-TEX 3-Finger

Heat Factory Heated 
Balaclava
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While engineers could construct more lanes to deal with tra�c, Butts implored the DOT to also consider improving
pedestrian and bicycle access, goals that were a main focus as the planning commission drew up its report last year.
That document calls on Lebanon and Hanover to invest in park-and-rides, trails and greater access to public
transportation that could take cars o� the road.

“In the transportation world, we know when we build more road lanes that cars will �ll them up again and we’ll still
have a tra�c problem,” Butts said.

Her views appear to be widely shared by those who have already participated in the DOT’s Route 120 survey.

Some pointed out that Hanover Street can be challenging for cyclists, who struggle to �nd alternative options in the
hilly neighborhood.

Others said Route 120 north of Exit 18 can be dangerous for cyclists, and suggested extending sidewalks and bike lanes
to the Hanover town line.

Elsewhere, people said the Route 120 intersection with Heater Road can be confusing for some drivers who don’t
understand options for turning.

Tra�c lights and the perceived shortness of green lights also are a common theme among the survey respondents.

“It’s basically impossible to leave Lebanon at 7:45 am Monday through Friday,” one person wrote of the Exit 18
interchange.

Lebanon Planning Director David Brooks said the state has made previous attempts to solve congestion issues, including
the addition of a lane as Route 120 approaches Heater Road.

Brooks added that he also hopes whatever plan the DOT formulates for Route 120 will include some pedestrian and bike
improvements, saying he’s o�en heard requests for a crosswalk at Etna Road.

“I think we’re hopeful that at least certain facets of that can be included,” he said.

Information on the ongoing Route 120 study is on LebanonNH.gov under “NHDOT I89/Exit 18 Project Feedback
(https://lebanonnh.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1600).”

The state also maintains a website on the project at NH.gov/dot/projects/lebanon29612/index.htm.
(https://www.nh.gov/dot/projects/lebanon29612/index.htm)

Tim Camerato can be reached at tcamerato@vnews.com or 603-727-3223.

lebanon nh (/keyword/?keyword=lebanon nh)  route 120 (/keyword/?keyword=route 120)
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Commissioner 
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January 27, 2021 

 

Re: Statewide 43131 

 

Conservation Commission Chair 

51 North Park Street 

Lebanon, NH 03766 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

 

The NH Department of Transportation (NHDOT) is planning the subject highway safety project in the Towns of 

Charlestown, Claremont, Cornish, Plainfield, Lebanon, and Hanover.  The purpose of the project is to replace 

guardrail and guardrail end units that no longer meet current safety standards.  The proposed work includes the 

replacement of existing deficient roadside cable barrier and w-beam guardrail with Manual for Assessing 

Hardware (MASH) approved w-beam guardrail with steel posts and extending the guardrail where necessary in 

order to meet current safety standards.  Project limits are on NH Route 11 in Charlestown, NH Route 12A in 

Charlestown and Claremont, NH Route 120 in Claremont, Cornish, Plainfield, and Lebanon, and NH Route 10 

in Hanover.  Attached is a project location map.  All proposed work is within the State right-of-way. 

 

Engineering studies have been initiated to refine the scope and limits of work necessary for this project. The 

Department’s Bureau of Environment is in the process of evaluating the potential environmental impacts 

associated with the project.  To assist in this evaluation, I am asking that you notify me of any concerns relative 

to the project’s potential impacts on environmental, social, economic, or cultural resources, such as wetlands, 

historic properties, and invasive plant species. 

 

Some transportation projects require mitigation for possible wetland/stream impacts. The natural resources in this 

project area have not yet been identified and investigations are forthcoming. Preliminary engineering studies have 

begun and the Department will attempt to avoid, and minimize impacts through design before determining if there 

will be any stream or wetland impacts that may require mitigation. As a proactive measure the Department would 

like to request a list of the Town’s preferred/priority mitigation efforts that the Department may evaluate and 

consider undertaking if it is determined that the project does in fact require mitigation.  Please let us know if 
your Town has identified such priorities.  In the absence of any Town priorities to evaluate the Department will 

pursue permittee responsible mitigation through the Stream Passage Improvement Program (SPIP). If it’s 

determined that no viable options exist through the SPIP, the Department will pursue a payment into the Aquatic 

Resource Mitigation Fund (ARM Fund), at which time those funds will become competitively available through 

the ARM fund grant process.  
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As such, does the Town have a list of priority mitigation efforts (Top 10 Priority List) that the DOT may evaluate 

and consider undertaking if it is determined that the project does in fact require mitigation? If so, please provide 

the list. (e.g. problematic culvert/bridge crossings, land protection, habitat restoration, etc.) 

 

The tentative advertising date for this project is September 21, 2021.  Please feel free to contact me, via email or 

phone, if you have any questions or require further information regarding the project.  This letter has been sent to 

the Planning Board, Historical Society, Conservation Commission, and Board of Selectmen. 

 

Thank you for your assistance. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Kerry Ryan 

Environmental Analyst 

Kerry.ryan@dot.nh.gov 
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